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SUBJECT: RETURN OF AMBASSADOR LANDAU - MEDIA COVERAGE AND COMMENT 

REF: SANTIAGO 4804 

1 . SUMMARY: A FOREIGN MINISTRY RELEASE OF JUNE 26 CODIFIES 
FOREIGN MINISTER CUBILLOS' STATEMENTS OF RECENT DAYS. "EL 
MERCURIO" DEVOTES LEAD EDITORIAL TO AMBASSADOR LANDAU'S DEPARTURE 
AND CONCLUDES THAT CHILE CANNOT YIELD TO FOREIGN PRESSURES. 

"EL CRONISTA'S" EDITORIAL ACCUSES THE COMMINCIATIONS 
MEDIA IN THE US OF BEING OUT TO OVERTHROW CHILE S MILITARY GOVERN- 
MENT; IT HAS A NEWS-ANALYSIS STORY CRITICAL OF US FOREIGN POLICY- 
MAKING, AND THE FRONT-PAGE HEADLINE SAYS THAT US BUSINESSMEN ARE 
INTERESTED IN CHILE - NOT CARTER. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOREIGN MINSTIRY RELEASE. A FOREIGN MINISTRY RELEASE OF JUNE 

26 APPEARS TO PULL TOGETHER VARIOUS STATEMENTS MADE BY FOREIGN 
MINISTER CUBILLOS IN RECENT DAYS (WHILE IN WASHINGTON TO ATTEND 
THE OASGA) AND WHICH HAVE BEEN REPORTED PREVIOUSLY HERE ON RADIO. 

TV AND IN THE PRESS. CUBILLOS' MAIN POINTS ARE THAT: AMBASSADOR 
LANDAU'S RETURN WAS NOT UNEXPECTED BUT THAT AS MEANS OF PRESSURING 
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CHILE IT IS UNACCEPTABLE; THAT THE TIMING DURING THE OASGA RAISES 
QUESTIONS WHETHER US OBJECTIVES ARE LEGAL OR POLITICAL; THAT 
WHILE THE RETURN OF AMBASSADOR LANDAU IS INOPPORTUNE, IT NEVERTHELESS 
MAY SERVE A USEFUL PURPOSE SINCE HE CAN EXPLAIN THE CHILEAN POSITION 
TO HIS SUPERIORS; THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S LINKING OF HIS RETURN 
TO THE OVERALL HUMAN RIGHTS MATTER WAS SURPRISING IN AS MUCH AS 
THE USG IS WELL AWARE OF AND HAS PRAISED CHILEAN PROGRESS; THAT 
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CHILE HAS AND WILL CONTINUE TO COOPERATE IN THE LETELIER CASE, 
CONSISTENT WITH ITS INTERNAL LEGISLATION AND INTERNATIONAL 
PRACTICE; AND, THAT, IN REALITY IT IS THE USG THAT HAS FAILED 
TO PROVIDE THE COOPERATION PROMISED (EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF TEXT 
OF RELEASE TRANSMITTED SANTIAGO 4822). 

3. "EL MERCURIO" EDITORIAL. SANTIAGO'S LEADING NEWSPAPER. WHICH 
OFTEN APPEARS TO HAVE A SYMBIOTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH GOC OPINION- 
MOLDERS, DEVOTED ITS LEAD EDITORIAL JUNE 27 TO AMBASSADOR LANDAU'S 
RETURN. IN A RATHER UNISSPIRED PERFORMANCE. IT REPEATS THE 
DESCRIPTIONS OF THE TWO ELEMENTS OF COOPERATION ON WHICH THE 
GOC HAS BALKED (REPORTED IN YESTERDAY'S PAPERS) AND STRESSES 

THE REASONABLENESS OF THE CHILEAN REFUSALS. IT THEN GOES OVER 
IN DETAIL THEFOREIGN MINISTRY RELEASE OF JUNE 26 (PARA 2 ABOVE). 

IT CONCLUDES "THAT FOR ANY INDEPENDENT NATION IT WOULD BE UNACCEPT ABL 
E 

THE A DEPARTMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES SHOULD TRY 
TO EXERT POLITICAL PRESSURE IN ORDER TO OBTAIN POLICE INFORMATION 
SUCH AS THAT INDICATED ABOVE. TO GIVE INTO SUCH PRESSURE WOULD 
BE TO ACCEPT BY FORCE THAT AMERICAN OFFICIALS CAN EXERCISE 
CONTROL OVER MATTERS PERTAINING TO CHILEAN SOVEREIGNTY ... THE 
AGREED COOPERATION IS PROVIDED AND WILL BE PROVIDED WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF LAWS AND DIGNITY WHICH MUST NEVER BE CONFUSED WITH 
SUBMISSION OR WITH THE LOSS OF SELF-RESPECT." 

4. "EL CRONISTA" EDITORIAL. IN DEVOTING ITS SECOND EDITORIAL 
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IN TWO DAYS TO THE LETELIER CASE. GOC-OWNED "EL CRONISTA" 

JUNE 27 ARGUES THAT THE MASS COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE ATTEMPTED TO EXPLOIT THE RETURN OF AMBASSADOR LANDAU 
FOR POLITICAL OBJECTIVES - THE OVERTHROW OF CHILE'S MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT. IT NOTES, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT THE MEDIA IN THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE NOT POINTED OUT THAT THE RECALLING OF AMBASSADORS FOR 
CONSULTATION IS A NORMAL DIPLOMATIC PRACTICE. AND THAT THEY HAVE 
ATTEMPTED TO CONFUSE THE REASONS FOR LANDAU'S RETURN BY REFERENCE 
TO THE SENTENCE OF REVIEWING CHILE'S HUMAN RIGHTS CONDITIONS. 

THE EDITORIAL CONCLUDES THAT THE COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA IN THE UNITED 
STATES UNDERMINE CITIZEN BELIEF IN THE EQUANIMITY AND REASONED 
JUDGMENT OF THEIR POLITICAL LEADERSHIP. 

5. THERE IS OF COURSE TREMENDOUS IRONY IN "EL CRONISTA" EDITORIAL 
OF TODAY. IN RECENT WEEKS IT HAS BECOME EVEN MORE SENSATIONALIST 
THAN "ULTIMAS NOTICIAS" AND "LA SEGUNDA" AND WITH A MUCH MORE 
CLEARLY PRONOUNCED POLITICAL SLANT. THE NEWSPAPER S MAIN HEADLINE 
JUNE 27 CLAIMS TO QUOTE AMERICAN INVESTORS AS SAYING "WE ARE 
INTERESTED IN CHILE, NOT CARTER." THE SECONDARY HEADLINE 
DESCRIBES THREE VISITN WEST GERMAN POLITICANS AS "GERMAN SPIES" 

AND REPORTS THAT THEY MADE THEIR FIRST CONATACT AFTER ARRIVAL 
WITH THE VICARIATE OF SOLIDARITY. IN A NEWS ANALYSIS STORY ON 
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PAGES 2 AND 3 "EL CRONISTA" SEEMS TORN BETWEEN TRYING TO CLAIM THAT 
THE CARTER FOREIGN POLICY IS TOTALLY INEPT (A ZIGZAG COURSE REQUIRING 
FREQUENT CLARIFICATIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT) AND THAT THERE IS 
SOME CONNECTING LINK BETWEEN RECENT ACTIVITIES (E.G. AMBASSADOR 
LANDAU'S RETURN AND THE PRESIDENT'S OAS SPEECH) THAT CONSTITUTE 
A POLICY OF INTERVENTION AGAINST CHILE. 

KENNEDY 
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